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LIGHT STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light  Genesis 
1:3 

An Earth 
Care        

Congregation 
and a      

Rainbow 
Community 

of Faith since 
1855 

Rev. Roger Scott Powers, 
Pastor 

Contact him at               
lightstreetchurch@verizon.net  

or 410-539-0125 

Schedule: At Light Street 
Thursday and Sunday 

(Copies of his Sunday    
sermons are available on the 

literature table.) 

 

New Signs of Inclusiveness 

   Perhaps you have noticed a 
change in the signage for our 
church’s restrooms.  
   Instead of a Men’s Room 
and a Women’s Room, we 
have moved to gender-
neutral, or unisex, bath-
rooms. Given that our 
church     building has only 
two     bathrooms and given 
our interest in being a wel-
coming and inclusive 
church, the Session decided 

that this would be an      
appropriate change.  
   It means that women don’t 
have to wait if one restroom 
is already occupied. And it 
means that anyone who  
identifies as transgender will 
not have to struggle with the 
choice of which restroom to 
use.  
   If you have any questions 
or concerns, please speak to 
our pastor. 

Light Street Rep 
Needed for “In 

the Loop”    
Ministry Group 

Light Street Church is part 
of a cluster of Presbyterian 

congregations called the 
“In the Loop” Ministry 

Group, because all of the 
churches are inside the 
Beltway.  Pastors and  

members of “In the Loop” 
churches meet together four 
times a year, usually in the 

evening with dinner       
provided.  In addition to 

our pastor, Bonnie Cosner 
and Jim Kidwell plan to 
represent Light Street at 

“In the Loop” meetings in 
2016. We are allowed to 

have one more voting   
member. If you would like 
to be that person, please 

speak to Roger. 

   Also, our Annual         
Congregational Meeting will 
be held that same Sunday, to 
be preceded by our First 
Sunday Potluck Lunch. 
Please plan to stay after   
worship and bring some food 
to share.  
   Many thanks! 

   On Souper Bowl Sunday, 
Feb. 7, we ask members and 
friends of Light Street 
Church to bring in their spare 
change to support a          
particular mission project. So 
please save your quarters, 
nickels, and dimes, and bring 
them to church on the first 
Sunday in February.  

Souper Bowl Sunday and Annual 
Congregational Meeting  

Presbytery Moderator to be 
Guest Preacher 

   James Parks, a ruling el-
der from Hunting Ridge 
Presbyterian Church and the 
current Moderator of     
Baltimore Presbytery, will 
be our guest preacher on 
Sunday, January 24.  
   He worked in the labor     
movement for many years 

through the AFL-CIO. Now 
retired, he has been a leader 
in encouraging the          
Presbytery to respond to the 
racism, classism, and      
poverty that exists not only 
in Baltimore City but also 
all across Maryland. 
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Upcoming Events — January 
Saturday Jan. 2 CLOSED Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

Sunday Jan. 3 11:00am Worship/Communion, Rev. Powers preaching 

 12:00pm FIRST SUNDAY POTLUCK LUNCH 

Thursday Jan. 7 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal – Come sing with us! 

Saturday Jan. 9 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

  Live Music by Molly & Saar 

Sunday Jan. 10 11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

 12:00pm Fellowship Time 

 12:30pm SESSION MEETING 

Thursday Jan. 14 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal – Come sing with us! 

Saturday Jan. 16 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

  MLK Celebration – Community Art Project 

Sunday Jan. 17 10:15am “JOYFUL NOISE” for Young Children, Parents & Friends 

  11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

  12:00pm Fellowship Time 

Thursday Jan. 21 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal – Come sing with us! 

Saturday Jan. 23 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

  FREE Full Moon Raffle 

Sunday Jan. 24 11:00am Worship, Presbytery Moderator James Parks preaching 

 12:00pm Fellowship Time 

Thursday Jan. 28 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal – Come sing with us! 

Saturday Jan. 30 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

  Winter Wonderland 

Sunday Jan. 31 11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

 12:00pm Fellowship Time 

 

12-STEP PROGRAMS at Light Street Presbyterian Church 

Mondays 7:30pm Financial Underearners Anonymous 

Wednesdays 7:00pm Debtors Anonymous 

 

   The legislature is considering a bill 
to double Maryland's renewable     
energy standard to 40% by 2025. This 
bill, if passed, would be a tremendous 
step in cleaning up our air and cutting 
down on the climate pollution that is 
harming Marylanders and our global 
family. 

   Please join the Central Maryland 
Ecumenical Council and Interfaith 

Power & Light in representing the 
faith community at the First Day of 
Session Rally, where we will call on 
our leaders to enact this crucial    
legislation. Here are the details: 

   What: First Day of Session Rally to 
Support 40% Renewable Energy. 

   When: Wednesday, January 14 
from 10:30 am-12:30 pm. 

   Where: The Lawyers Mall, 100 
State Circle, Annapolis, MD 21401 

   Contact Clara if you are attending 
at  clara@gwipl.org. 

 

 

Maryland Clean Energy Rally in Annapolis  

mailto:%20clara@gwipl.org


News from Around the Church Yard 
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A Theology of the Farmers Market 

By Julie Helms 

   As a church family, we had been 
searching for a long time for a Big 
Idea. We did self studies. We used the 
New Beginnings method. We held 
many meetings. We tried to acquire the 
property next door to offer a coffee 
house and low-income housing. We 
talked about Habitat for Humanity. We 
prayed for discernment of a meaningful 
ministry to our community. We wanted 
something that would reflect our core 
values, be a relevant mission project, 
and give everyone an opportunity to 
participate . . . all at the same time. We 
wanted a lot. We got the Farmers   
Market. 

   Now for the Theology . . . I think it’s 
important to connect the Farmers   
Market to our understanding of       
ourselves as Light Street Presbyterian 
Church. I believe this would help to 
achieve that feeling of collective    
ownership and responsibility. We    
describe ourselves as a diverse and 
inclusive congregation. The Farmers 
Market reflects this core value with 
Vendors and Shoppers alike            
representative of various racial-ethnic 
groups and sexual orientation. We   
emphasize our interest in serving our 
surrounding neighborhoods and foster-
ing a spirit of community. Every week, 
the Farmers Market attracts and brings 

local residents, workers, and tourists 
into a congenial setting of shared   
interests and needs. We talk about 
everyone having God-given gifts and 
talents; and we talk about actualizing 
our gifts and talents for personal    
happiness, for the benefit of society, 
for economic independence, and to the 
glory of God. Whether they are bakers, 
egg farmers, apple growers, spice  
mixers, coffee roasters, jewelry      
designers, organic green grocers, or 
producers of environmentally safe 
cleaning products, all the Vendors at 
the Farmers Market understand the joy 
of using and sharing their personal 
gifts and talents. We care for the earth; 
we believe in economic justice; we 
want all citizens to be able to access 
good opportunities. All of these goals 
are also foundational values of the 
Farmers Market. 

   The Farmers 
Market is a bold 
and brilliant 
idea envisioned 
and advanced by 
Selina Scipio 
whose passion 
and energy for it 
seems to know 
no bounds. I 
must admit that 
I was not      

convinced at first that her idea would 
fly, but I was convinced that Selina’s 
faith in God and trust in her own     
formidable abilities needed to be     
supported and encouraged. Very soon I 
could see how this Big Idea, this   
Farmers Market, is what we at Light 
Street Presbyterian Church are all 
about. 

   I know that you can see it too. You 
will love finding yourself (in more 
ways than one) at the Farmers Market. 
Go for it. Say yes to the Big Idea just 
one four-hour Saturday afternoon per 
month for just three consecutive 
months. Thank you!  

 

[A Farmers Market sign-up sheet is 
available across from the church of-
fice.] 

Winter Coat Drive—This Janu-
ary our church is serving as a drop-off 
site for donated winter coats (new or 
used) to be distributed to youth in  
Baltimore City. If you have a used 
winter coat that you would like to do-
nate, or, if you wish to donate a new 
one, please deposit it in the large card-
board box in Fellowship Hall. Thanks! 

First Sunday Potluck 
Lunch—Let us break bread together 
as we ring in the New Year on Sun-
day, January 3, following worship.  
Please bring a dish to share and enjoy 
a meal with your Light Street Church 
family. 

“Joyful Noise”—Light Street Pres-
byterian Church continues its Sunday 
program for babies, toddlers, and 
young children on Jan. 17, from 10:15 
a.m. to 10:45 a.m. Children, their par-
ents and friends will hear  stories and 
enjoy music together. All are welcome! 

WANTED: Singers for Light 
Street Church Choir—Do you 
like to sing?  Come sing with us!  The 
Light Street Church Choir could use a 
few more voices.  We rehearse togeth-
er on Thursday evenings from 7:30 to 
9:00 p.m., and then again on Sunday    
mornings at 10:15 a.m.   

Writers Wanted for The   
Enlightener—Our church’s 
monthly newsletter, The Enlighten-
er, is   ooking for contributors. What 
does Light Street Church mean to 
you? How have you experienced 
God in your life recently? How has 
your faith helped you through a dif-
ficult time? Please consider writing 
a brief article (250-500 words) for 
our newsletter. Please send all         
newsletter submissions to Roger 
Scott Powers at 
lightstreetchurch@verizon.net. 

 

mailto:lightstreetchurch@verizon.net


Growing in Faith 
Growing in Works 
Growing in Body 

We’re on the Web! 

www.lightstreetchurch.org 

The Mission of Light Street 
Presbyterian Church 

We open our hearts, minds and doors to 
all in our community who seek God.  

We offer experiences of mutual mission 
among diverse groups. 

We nurture spiritual growth in our 
neighbors and ourselves. 

We maintain our commitment to being 
an inclusive congregation. 

We continue our efforts to preserve the 
beauty and integrity of creation. 

Quick Notes 

■ Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service—“Give Me a Drink” John 4:1-42,     
Friday, Jan. 23, 7:30pm, Cathedral of the Incarnation (4 E. University Parkway), Homily 
by Fr. Joseph Muth. Reception to follow the Service. Sponsored by the Cathedral of the 
Incarnation, Central Maryland Ecumenical Council, P. Francis Murphy Initiative for    
Justice and Peace, and St. Ignatius Catholic Community. For More Information 410-464-
6194 or cmecouncil@gmail.com 

■ Bread Ministry—Each Sunday after worship, we offer visitors to our church small 
loaves of bread as a way of thanking them for joining us for worship. If you would like to 
bake some small loaves of bread for this ministry, we would welcome your help. Simply 
bring them to church on Sunday and we will either put them out that morning or store 
them in the church freezer for a future Sunday. 

■ Sermons Available—Copies of Roger's sermons are available on the downstairs back 
table. Please feel free to pick one up if you missed a Sunday. Or pass one on to a friend!  
Sermons are also now posted on our church’s website: www.lightstreetchurch.org 

■ Deadline for February Newsletter: January 15—Send all newsletter material to   
Roger Scott Powers at lightstreetchurch@verizon.net  

■ Online Giving Now Available—Light Street Presbyterian Church is now able to accept 
secure online donations. Simply go to our church website (www.lightstreetchurch.org) and 
click on the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the home page. You can make a donation 
with a debit or credit card or via an electronic funds transfer from your bank account. You 
can even set up recurring gifts—for example, fulfilling your pledge on a weekly or  
monthly basis. 

■ Help Lead Worship!—Volunteers are needed to help lead worship each Sunday. This 
usually involves leading the congregation in the "Call to Worship" and "Prayer for       
Illumination" and reading the scripture lesson(s) for that Sunday. There is a sign up sheet 
on the downstairs bulletin board. 

■ Interested in Church Membership?—Want to learn more about Light Street Church 
and what it means to be a Presbyterian? Want to find out how to become a member of the 
congregation? We would love to have you join us! Please let Pastor Roger know of your 
interest. You can reach him at 410-539-0125 or lightstreetchurch@verizon.net. 

■ If the Ten Commandments were written by popular websites: 

I. What You Need to Know Now About the Lord Totally Being God 

II. At the Beginning He Had Me Confused, but by Minute Two I Knew that I Shouldn’t 
Have Other Gods 

III. Are You Making This Common Mistake with Graven Images? 

IV. How I Work: Read This Life Hack from God, Your Only Creator 

V. She Admitted to Doing What Every Sunday? 

VI. Seven Morning Habits of People Holier than You: #7 No Killing Before Lunch 

VII. 37 Things in Your Bedroom That You Need to Get Rid of Right Now, Like        
Adulteresses 

VIII. What the Government Doesn’t Want You to Know About Stealing Your Neighbor’s 
Servants 

IX. This Little Girl Bore False Witness, and the Results Will Shock You 

X. Doctors Hate Her, but You Shouldn’t Covet Her 
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