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When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of 
the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.” John 8:12 
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The Lenten Season Begins 

   In February, we enter into 
the season of Lent, a period 
of 40 days and six Sundays, 

beginning on Ash      
Wednesday (February 10) 
and culminating in Holy 
Week.  

   It is a time for personal 
reflection and prayer, a time 
for soul-searching and    
spiritual redirection. It's a 

time for opening ourselves 
to the transforming power of 
God in Jesus Christ, that we 
might become more     
Christ-like and reflect the 
image of God more clearly. 
It's a time to turn our lives 
around and begin living in 
new ways, a time to renew 
our faith and recommit our-
selves to    following the 
way of Christ. 

   This year we are offering 
two ways to observe the 
Lenten Season together: 

1) Ash Wednesday       
Communion Service on 
February 10 at 7:30 p.m. 

2) Posting your thoughts, 
reflections, and prayers on 
our church’s Facebook page 
and connecting there on 
Wednesday mornings, 7:00-
7:30 a.m. 

Leadership 
Transition 

Many thanks to Mike   
Dickensheets, who rotated 
off the Session this year, 

and to Oscar Garcia, Julie 
Helms, Shari Jenson, Jim 

Kidwell, and David Shortle, 
who continue their active 

service.  

Selina Scipio and Greg 
Wright were elected to 
three-year terms on the 

Session. Curt Brown was 
elected to serve a second 

three-year term on Session. 
And Colleen Seremet was 
elected to serve a second 

one-year term on Session to 
fill a vacancy in the Class 

of 2016.  

Their leadership in the  
congregation is very much 

appreciated. We give thanks 
for their willingness to 

serve and for the gifts they 
bring. 

   Also, our Annual         
Congregational Meeting will 
be held that same Sunday, to 
be preceded by our First 
Sunday Potluck Lunch. 
Please plan to stay after   
worship and bring some food 
to share.  
   Many thanks! 

   On Souper Bowl Sunday, 
Feb. 7, we ask members and 
friends of Light Street 
Church to bring in their spare 
change to support a          
particular mission project. So 
please save your quarters, 
nickels, and dimes, and bring 
them to church on the first 
Sunday in February.  

Souper Bowl Sunday and Annual 
Congregational Meeting  
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Upcoming Events — February 
Thursday Feb. 4 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal – Come sing with us! 

Saturday Feb. 6 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

Sunday Feb. 7 11:00am Worship/Communion, Rev. Powers preaching 

  Souper Bowl of Caring Special Offering 

 12:00pm POTLUCK LUNCH & ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL  
   MEETING 

Wednesday Feb. 10 7:30pm ASH WEDNESDAY COMMUNION SERVICE 

Thursday Feb. 11 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal – Come sing with us! 

Saturday Feb. 13 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

Sunday Feb. 14 FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

  11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

 12:00pm Fellowship Time 

 12:30pm SESSION MEETING 

Thursday Feb. 18 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal – Come sing with us! 

Saturday Feb. 20 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

Sunday Feb. 21 SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

  10:15am “JOYFUL NOISE” for Young Children, Parents & Friends 

  11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

  12:00pm Fellowship Time 

Thursday Feb. 25 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal – Come sing with us! 

Saturday Feb. 27 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

Sunday Feb. 28 THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

  11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

 12:00pm Fellowship Time 

 12:30pm JHU FOCUS GROUP ON SUSTAINABILITY 

 

12-STEP PROGRAMS at Light Street Presbyterian Church 

Mondays 7:30pm Financial Underearners Anonymous 

Wednesdays 7:00pm Debtors Anonymous 

 

   The Federal Hill Farmers Market 
remains open through the winter 
months. We need just two volunteers 
from the congregation to staff the 
Farmers Market each Saturday.  

   It is a 4-hour commitment.           
Volunteers need to arrive at 12:30 p.m. 
to help set up, and they need to stay 
until 4:30 p.m. to help break down the 
market.  

   While the market is open, these   
volunteers encourage passersby to 

come in off the sidewalk to visit the 
Farmer Market. They thank people 
for visiting and also answer questions 
about the church.  

   The Federal Hill Farmers Market is 
now the principal way in which our 
congregation engages in mission and 
outreach to our community. Please 
be a part of it. Sign up on the clip-
board across from the church office. 

Farmers Market Volunteers Needed 
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Advocacy Training Weekend to take up Racism, Class, 
and Power In Washington, D.C. 

By Rick Jones, Presbyterian News   
Service 

   Each year, Presbyterians and other 
denominations gather in the nation’s 
capital to pray, debate, and lobby over 
specific social justice issues. More than 
1,000 people within the ecumenical 
Christian community are expected to 
attend Advocacy Training Weekend, 
which will be held April 15-18 in 
Washington, D.C. This year’s topic is 
“Lift Every Voice: Racism, Class and 
Power.” 

   The weekend consists of the PC
(USA) Compassion, Peace, and Justice 
Training Day (April 15) followed by 
Ecumenical Advocacy Days (April 15-
18). 

   Five years ago, the Rev. Dr. J.      
Herbert Nelson, director of the PC
(USA) Office of Public Witness, came 
up with the idea to integrate all of CPJ 
ministries into a day-long session at the 
front end of Ecumenical Advocacy 
Days. It has grown in attendance each 
year with approximately 200          
Presbyterians attending on average. 

   “What’s important about this event is 
it gets at the essence of what it means 
to be reformed,” said Sara Lisherness, 
director of Compassion, Peace, and 

Justice ministries. “We’ve always    
understood that we care for the spiritu-
al life of faith communities, but we are 
also called to care for the moral life of 
our communities, nation, and world. 
We are called to work for justice and 
peace.” 
   Lisherness adds that this year’s topic 
is very timely. 
   “Every day when I open a         
newspaper, there’s at least one article 
on the front page of the New York 
Times that relates to one of these   
issues,” said Lisherness. “Whether it’s 
another shooting or has to do with the 
criminal justice system, ethics of    
corporations or how they use power. 
How these all intersect is very timely.” 
   The Rev. Dr. Mark Lomax, founding 
pastor of the First Afrikan Presbyterian 
Church of Lithonia, Ga., will be the 
keynote speaker at CPJ Day. Lomax 
also serves as associate professor of 
homiletics at the Interdenominational 
Theological Center. 
   “This is a passionate group of issues 
but also a very uncomfortable group of 
issues,” said Lisherness. “It’s hard to 
get beyond the surface level            
conversation, especially when it comes 
to race. People have very strong    
opinions on the issues of race, class, 
and power.” 

   In addition to Lomax, Presbyterians 
will be able to participate in a number 
of workshops related to the topics. CPJ 
attendees will then join the larger     
ecumenical community for the next two 
days of plenaries, worship, and        
discussion. 
   The event culminates Monday, April 
18 with the annual visit to Capitol Hill 
where attendees will meet with        
congressmen. Lisherness says there 
have been some loyal and dedicated 
participants who have been coming for 
years, but she’s most excited about a 
new group of people who come each 
year to get involved. 
   “The mainline churches wring their 
hands over relevance and impact,” she 
said. “But the more the church and   
ecumenical partners are willing to   
engage with elected officials, the more 
impact the Presbyterian Church will 
have as a relevant and reliable source of 
information to help people called to run 
our cities, states, and nations.” 
   For more information about the entire 
Advocacy Training Weekend, including 
registration, visit: 
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/mi
nistries/washington/advocacy-training-
weekend-2016./ 

Light Street Church Financial 
Update—Thanks to the outpouring 
of generosity from members and 
friends of Light Street, some of whom 
gave special year-end contributions 
for 2015, we received $19,448 in the 
month of December (more than three 
times what we usually receive in an 
average month)!  

   This included new income from the 
Federal Hill Farmers Market and a 
bequest from the estate of Richard 
Kaminski.  

   We finished the year with income of 
$88,316 and expenses of $95,090. 

That means we ended up with a deficit 
of $6,774, thankfully much smaller 
than the $18,831 deficit we anticipated. 
We are grateful for everyone’s support. 
Many thanks! 

   Looking ahead to 2016, the Session 
adopted a bare-bones budget (projected 
income of $90,500 and projected ex-
penses of $96,485), anticipating a   
deficit of less than $6,000.  

Johns Hopkins Students to 
Conduct Sustainability Focus 
Group— A small group of Johns 
Hopkins students are working with the 
Baltimore Office of Sustainability in 

updating the city’s sustainability 
plan.  

   The students have asked for five 
or more people from our             
congregation to gather on Sunday, 
Feb. 28, following worship, to serve 
as a focus group to help influence 
the course of the new sustainability 
plan.  

   It will take no more than an hour. 
If you would be willing to          
participate, please let Roger know at 
lightstreetchurch@verizon.net. 

http://advocacydays.org/
mailto:https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/washington/
mailto:https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/washington/
mailto:http://firstafrikanchurch.org/
mailto:http://firstafrikanchurch.org/


Growing in Faith 
Growing in Works 
Growing in Body 

We’re on the Web! 

www.lightstreetchurch.org 

The Mission of Light Street 
Presbyterian Church 

We open our hearts, minds and doors to 
all in our community who seek God.  

We offer experiences of mutual mission 
among diverse groups. 

We nurture spiritual growth in our 
neighbors and ourselves. 

We maintain our commitment to being 
an inclusive congregation. 

We continue our efforts to preserve the 
beauty and integrity of creation. 

Quick Notes 

■ First Sunday Potluck Lunch—Let us break bread together as we ring in the New Year 
on Sunday, January 3, following worship.  Please bring a dish to share and enjoy a meal 
with your Light Street Church family. 

■ “Joyful Noise”—Light Street Presbyterian Church continues its Sunday program for 
babies, toddlers, and young children on Feb. 21, from 10:15 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. Children, 
their parents and friends will hear  stories and enjoy music together. All are welcome! 

■ WANTED: Singers for Light Street Church Choir—Do you like to sing?  Come sing 
with us!  The Light Street Church Choir could use a few more voices.  We rehearse to-
gether on Thursday evenings from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m., and then again on Sunday    morn-
ings at 10:15 a.m.   

■ Writers Wanted for The   Enlightener—Our church’s monthly newsletter, The En-
lightener, is   ooking for contributors. What does Light Street Church mean to you? How 
have you experienced God in your life recently? How has your faith helped you through a 
difficult time? Please consider writing a brief article (250-500 words) for our newsletter. 
Please send all         newsletter submissions to Roger Scott Powers at 
lightstreetchurch@verizon.net. 

■ Bread Ministry—Each Sunday after worship, we offer visitors to our church small 
loaves of bread as a way of thanking them for joining us for worship. If you would like to 
bake some small loaves of bread for this ministry, we would welcome your help. Simply 
bring them to church on Sunday and we will either put them out that morning or store 
them in the church freezer for a future Sunday. 

■ Sermons Available—Copies of Roger's sermons are available on the downstairs back 
table. Please feel free to pick one up if you missed a Sunday. Or pass one on to a friend!  
Sermons are also now posted on our church’s website: www.lightstreetchurch.org 

■ Deadline for March Newsletter: February15—Send all newsletter material to   Roger 
Scott Powers at lightstreetchurch@verizon.net  

■ Online Giving Now Available—Light Street Presbyterian Church is now able to accept 
secure online donations. Simply go to our church website (www.lightstreetchurch.org) and 
click on the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the home page. You can make a donation 
with a debit or credit card or via an electronic funds transfer from your bank account. You 
can even set up recurring gifts—for example, fulfilling your pledge on a weekly or  
monthly basis. 

■ Help Lead Worship!—Volunteers are needed to help lead worship each Sunday. This 
usually involves leading the congregation in the "Call to Worship" and "Prayer for       
Illumination" and reading the scripture lesson(s) for that Sunday. There is a sign up sheet 
on the downstairs bulletin board. 

■ Interested in Church Membership?—Want to learn more about Light Street Church 
and what it means to be a Presbyterian? Want to find out how to become a member of the 
congregation? We would love to have you join us! Please let Pastor Roger know of your 
interest. You can reach him at 410-539-0125 or lightstreetchurch@verizon.net. 

■ A pastor walked down the street one day when he noticed a small boy trying to use 
the doorbell on a house across the street. However, the boy was very small and the door-

bell was too high for him to reach. After watching the boy’s efforts for some time the  
pastor walked across the street up to the little fellow and rang the doorbell. Kneeling down 

next to the child, the pastor smiled and asked, "And now what, my little man?" To which 
the boy replied, "Run!"  

mailto:lightstreetchurch@verizon.net
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