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The Enlightener 

LIGHT STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 1 John 1:5 

An Earth 
Care        

Congregation 
and a      

Rainbow 
Community 

of Faith since 
1855 

Rev. Roger Scott Powers, 
Pastor 

Contact him at               
lightstreetchurch@verizon.net  

or 410-539-0125 

Schedule: At Light Street 
Thursday and Sunday 

(Copies of his Sunday    
sermons are available on the 

literature table.) 

 

Ann Coe – Rest 

in Peace 

 
Ann, who worshiped      

regularly with our         

congregation for many 

years, died on February 6, 

2015. She was 81 years old. 

In going through her     

belongings, which she 

stored at our church, we 

learned that her name was 

actually Eylene Friedal 

Cohen Cooper. She was the 

sister of Thedra (late     

Anthony) Giorgilli and Iris 

Goodwin and her longtime 

partner Bob Shorb; also 

survived by loving nieces, 

nephews, and other family. 

Her funeral was held at 

SOL LEVINSON & BROS., 

INC., 8900 Reisterstown 

Road, on February 11, 

2015, and her remains were 

interred at Lubawitz 

Nusach Ari (Ner Tamid) 

Cemetery - Rosedale.  

May she rest in peace. 

 

and price donated items   
during the week of May 16 
and to work the sale on May 
21 (setting up at 8am, selling 
9am-4pm).  Please sign up 
on the clipboard across from 
the church office. 

   RENT A SPACE -- Don't 
have the yard/public space to 
host your own yard sale?  
Rent a space for $25. To 
reserve a space, contact the 
church office: 
lightstreetchurch@verizon.net 
or 410-539-0125. 

   BAKE – Bring homemade 
cookies, brownies, scones, 
cakes, pies, etc., for our bake 
sale table! 

   SHOP – Come on          
Saturday, May 21, and take 
home some real bargains 
while supporting the 
church’s mission and      
ministry at the same time. 

   Our biggest fundraising 
event of the year is coming 
soon!  Our church will hold 
its Spring Community Yard 
Sale on Saturday, May 21, 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

   Here’s how you can help: 

   SPREAD THE WORD – 
Tell your family, friends, and 
neighbors.   

   DONATE – Donate your 
unneeded housewares,   
kitchenware, dishes, tools, 
books, CDs, artwork, small 
furniture, lamps, rugs, etc., 
for the church to sell to   
support its mission and   
ministry.  NO used clothing 
please!  To arrange a drop-
off time, contact the church 
office: 
lightstreetchurch@verizon.net 

or 410-539-0125. 

   VOLUNTEER to sor t 

Light Street           
Community Yard Sale  

Celebrate Anniversary of Bob 
Jewett’s Ordination  

On Sunday, May 15, our congregation will celebrate the 
60th anniversary of the ordination of the Rev. Bob Jewett to 

the ministry of word and sacrament in the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.). Colleen Seremet 

(colleenseremet@gmail.com) will coordinate food for the 
potluck luncheon to be held after worship. Please let her 

know what you would like to bring. 
(Note: Our Potluck Lunch usually scheduled for the First 

Sunday of the month is postponed until May 15 to coincide 
with the celebration of Bob Jewett’s ordination.) 
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Upcoming Events — May 
Sunday May 1 11:00am Worship/Communion, Rev. Powers preaching 

  GUEST SOLOIST: Dr. Robert L. Cooper, lyric baritone 

 12:00pm Fellowship Time 

 1:00pm SPRINGTIME TEA FUND RAISER 

Thursday May 5 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal – Come sing with us! 

Saturday May 7 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

  Mother’s Day Prep featuring Scotty Cakes & Bettina’s Beads 

  ART OPENING: Artists from Iran, Ivory Coast & Rwanda 

Sunday May 8 11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

 12:00pm Fellowship Time 

Thursday May 12 6:30pm Fed Hill Farmers Market Team Meeting 

  7:30pm Choir Rehearsal – Come sing with us! 

Saturday May 14 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

Sunday May 15 11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

  60th Anniversary of Rev. Bob Jewett’s Ordination 

  12:00pm POTLUCK LUNCHEON in Celebration of Rev. Bob Jewett 

 1:00pm SESSION MEETING 

Thursday May 19 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal – Come sing with us! 

Saturday May 21 9am-4pm LIGHT STREET COMMUNITY YARD SALE 

  1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

Sunday May 22 11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

 12:00pm Fellowship Time 

Thursday May 26 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal – Come sing with us! 

Saturday May 28 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

  Memorial Day Weekend Cookout featuring Scipio Catering 

Sunday May 29 11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

 12:00pm Fellowship Time 

Fair Trade Coffee at the Federal Hill Farmers Market? 

   Is fair trade coffee your passion?  

   If so, the Federal Hill Farmers Market 
committee would like to hear from you.  

   We are interested in selling fair trade 
coffee at the Farmers Market to benefit 
the church, and we are looking for 
someone who would like to be the    
coordinator of that effort.  

   It would involve ordering fair trade 
coffee and supplies, then brewing and 
selling it on Saturday afternoons (or 
recruiting and training a small group of 
volunteers to do so), and keeping track 
of income and expenses.  

   Please contact Selina or Roger if you 
are interested. 



Center and has performed leading roles 
with the Seattle Opera, Los Angeles 
Opera, St. Louis Opera, Chicago Lyric 
Opera, and the New York Opera. In 
addition to opera, he has performed 
extensively in musical theater as well. 
Roles he has played include that of 
Booker T. Washington in “Ragtime,” 
Joe in “Showboat,” and Porgy in 
“Porgy and Bess.” Robert has been 
fortunate to meet and work with some 
of the world’s greatest conductors, 
including Aaron Copland, Leonard 
Bernstein, and Sir Georg Solti. Thanks 
to Greg Wright for inviting him to be 
with us! 

Charm City Labor Chorus 7th 
Annual Spring Concert—
Saturday, May 21, 7:00 pm, Baltimore 
Museum of Art, 10 Art Museum Drive. 

News from Around the Church Yard 
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J. Herbert Nelson selected as nominee for PC(USA) Stated Clerk 

LOUISVILLE—The Reverend Dr. J. 
Herbert Nelson is the nominee to    
become the next Stated Clerk of the   
General Assembly of Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.), the committee 
charged with bringing a candidate to 
the 222nd General Assembly (2016) 
announced today. 

   “We, the committee, believe J.     
Herbert Nelson will be both priest and 
prophet to the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) and to our ecumenical and 
interreligious sisters and brothers,” said 
the Reverend Carol McDonald,      
moderator of the Stated Clerk        
Nomination Committee (SCNC). 

   “He has the heart and soul of a     
pastor; when he asks, ‘how are you 
doing?’ he really wants to know. His 
prophetic voice will call us as a       
denomination to do ‘kingdom work’—
to reclaim the biblical and theological 
foundations of who we are, to forge 
again community that unites rather than 
divides, and to step boldly into the 
world to speak the message of Jesus,” 
she said. 

   Nelson is a teaching elder and    
member of National Capital Presbytery 
who has served since 2010 as director 
of the PC(USA) Office of Public     
Witness in Washington, D.C. From 

1986 to 1997 he served as pastor of St. 
James Presbyterian Church in       
Greensboro, N. C., and from 1998 to 
2010 he was the organizing pastor for 
Liberation Community Church in 
Memphis, Tenn.. He also has served as 
associate director of the Benjamin L. 
Hooks Institute for Social Change at 
the University of Memphis in        
Tennessee. 

   “I feel both heartened and humbled 
to be selected as the nominee for the 
office of Stated Clerk by the Stated 
Clerk Nomination Committee,”      
Nelson said. “It is my belief that our 
future opportunities as a denomination 
outweigh our challenges. We must 
collectively commit to serving the 
Kingdom of God and not simply the 
Church.” 

   Nelson’s name will be placed in 
nomination on Sunday, June 19,     
during a plenary session of the 222nd 
General Assembly (2016) in Portland, 
Ore. If elected, he will be the first  
African American Stated Clerk of the 
PC(USA). The General Assembly runs 
June 18–25. 

   “I think the committee has made a 
wise and exciting choice,” said the 
Reverend Gradye Parsons, current PC

(USA) Stated Clerk. “I look forward to 
working with the Reverend J. Herbert 
Nelson in the transition and supporting 
his ministry as Stated Clerk.” 

   McDonald said the committee’s    
decision on the nominee was “very 
clear.” 

   “Our process involved a substantial 
written application, a video         
presentation, a phone conversation, and 
two face-to-face interviews,”     
McDonald said. “In addition, we spoke 
with a significant number of primary 
and secondary references about       
Nelson’s gifts for this office, all of 
whom said they believed he is the right 
person for this time in the life of our 
church.” 

   Nelson, 56, holds a bachelor of arts 
degree in political science from      
Johnson C. Smith University, a master 
of divinity degree from Johnson C. 
Smith Theological Seminary, and a 
doctor of ministry degree from        
Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary. He is married to the        
Reverend Gail Porter Nelson, pastor of 
Northminster Presbyterian Church in 
Washington, D.C. They have one adult 
daughter. 

Springtime Tea—You are invited 
to a Springtime Tea at Light Street 
Presbyterian Church on Sunday, May 
1, 1-3 p.m. Enjoy a delicious variety 
of teas, scones, sandwiches, and    
desserts. Celebrate spring and help 
support the ministries of Light Street 
Church. Cost: $25 for adults and chil-
dren over 12 years old; $15 for      
children between 5 and 12 years old; 
Free for children under 5 years old. 
Please call the church office (410-539-
0125) or email 
lightstreetchurch@verizon.net for  
reservations.  

Lyric Baritone to Sing in 
Worship—Dr. Robert L. Cooper, 
lyric baritone, will share his musical 
gifts with us in worship on Sunday, 
May 1. He has sung at the Kennedy 

Susan Quass has been singing with this 
30-member multiracial chorus for the 
past ten months. She welcomes     
members and friends of Light Street 
Church to attend their concert, "Rise 
Up Singing” Songs of Struggle.      
Advance sale tickets ($15; $12 for 
BMA members; $5 for students) and 
half-price parking vouchers ($4) are 
now available online at http://
www.charmcitylaborchorus.org. 

WANTED: Singers for Light 
Street Church Choir—Do you 
like to sing?  Come sing with us!  The 
Light Street Church Choir could use a 
few more voices.  We rehearse together 
on Thursday evenings from 7:30 to 
9:00 p.m., and then again on Sunday    
mornings at 10:15 a.m.   

https://www.pcusa.org/section/committees/stated-clerk-nominating-committee/
https://www.pcusa.org/section/committees/stated-clerk-nominating-committee/
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Growing in Faith 
Growing in Works 
Growing in Body 

We’re on the Web! 

www.lightstreetchurch.org 

The Mission of Light Street 
Presbyterian Church 

We open our hearts, minds and doors to 
all in our community who seek God.  

We offer experiences of mutual mission 
among diverse groups. 

We nurture spiritual growth in our 
neighbors and ourselves. 

We maintain our commitment to being 
an inclusive congregation. 

We continue our efforts to preserve the 
beauty and integrity of creation. 

Quick Notes 

■ Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: Responding to the Earthquakes in Ecuador and 
Japan—In April, the coast of Ecuador was rocked by an earthquake measuring 7.8 on the 
Richter scale. This came on the heels of two separate earthquakes in Japan, the first   
measuring 6.2 on the scale; the second, 7.0. As aftershocks continue to threaten, more than 
500 lives have already been lost. Thousands of other people have been injured, and     
communities lie in ruins. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is working in            
collaboration with our partner the ACT (Action by Churches Together) Alliance to      
respond to this crisis, providing support to those suffering in the aftermath. As our       
immediate response takes shape, PDA is also preparing for long-term support for both 
Ecuador and Japan. Long after the initial wave of relief recedes, PDA will remain to    
accompany the people of Ecuador and Japan as they rebuild their lives, walking the road 
out of this chaos with hope. Contributions to Light Street Presbyterian Church earmarked 
for “PDA Earthquake Relief” will be sent on to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. 

■ Please Pay Your “Per Capita”—Per capita is an amount of money per member (this 
year, $33.70) that our congregation pays to our larger Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). This 
money is part of the glue that holds Presbyterians together. It is the money that enables us 
to work with other Presbyterian churches in our presbytery and across the country. It is 
also money that allows us to work with other churches to further the mission of Jesus 
Christ around the world. We do not believe in being lone rangers in the PC(USA). We 
need each other as we work together to share the good news of Jesus Christ. As we benefit 
from the gifts, skills, vision, and ministry of each other in this place, so, too, do we benefit 
from an even wider array of gifts and ministry of our Presbyterian brothers and sisters 
across the church. Your per capita pays for the programs, training, and resources that help 
us work together and discern the mind of Christ for the PC(USA). By contributing your 
portion of per capita ($33.70), you will free up dollars in our regular budget for the work 
of our congregation in this community. If you haven’t yet paid your per capita, please do 
so today. Thanks! 

■ Interested in Church Membership?—Want to learn more about Light Street Church 
and what it means to be a Presbyterian? Want to find out how to become a member of the 
congregation? We would love to have you join us! Please let Pastor Roger know of your 
interest. You can reach him at 410-539-0125 or lightstreetchurch@verizon.net. 

■ Writers Wanted for The Enlightener—Our church’s monthly newsletter, The En-
lightener, is   ooking for contributors. What does Light Street Church mean to you? How 
have you experienced God in your life recently? How has your faith helped you through a 
difficult time? Please consider writing a brief article (250-500 words) for our newsletter. 
Please send all         newsletter submissions to Roger Scott Powers at 
lightstreetchurch@verizon.net. 
■ Bread Ministry—Each Sunday after worship, we offer visitors to our church small 
loaves of bread as a way of thanking them for joining us for worship. If you would like to 
bake some small loaves of bread for this ministry, we would welcome your help. Simply 
bring them to church on Sunday and we will either put them out that morning or store 
them in the church freezer for a future Sunday. 

■ Sermons Available—Copies of Roger's sermons are available on the downstairs back 
table. Please feel free to pick one up if you missed a Sunday. Or pass one on to a friend!  
Sermons are also now posted on our church’s website: www.lightstreetchurch.org 

■ Deadline for June Newsletter: May 15—Send all newsletter material to   Roger Scott 
Powers at lightstreetchurch@verizon.net  

■ Online Giving Now Available—Light Street Presbyterian Church is now able to accept 
secure online donations. Simply go to our church website (www.lightstreetchurch.org) and 
click on the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the home page. You can make a donation 
with a debit or credit card or via an electronic funds transfer from your bank account. You 
can even set up recurring gifts—for example, fulfilling your pledge on a weekly or  
monthly basis. 

■ Help Lead Worship!—Volunteers are needed to help lead worship each Sunday. This 
usually involves leading the congregation in the "Call to Worship" and "Prayer for       
Illumination" and reading the scripture lesson(s) for that Sunday. There is a sign up sheet 
on the downstairs bulletin board. 

■ A little boy visited his grandmother and asked,  " Grandma, do you know how you 

and God are alike?" "No,” she said. “How are we alike?" "You're both old," he replied. 
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