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You, Lord, are my lamp; the Lord turns my darkness 
into light. 2 Samuel 22:29 

An Earth 
Care        

Congregation 
and a      

Rainbow 
Community 

of Faith since 
1855 

Rev. Roger Scott Powers, 
Pastor 

Contact him at               
lightstreetchurch@verizon.net  

or 410-539-0125 

Schedule: At Light Street 
Thursday and Sunday 

(Copies of his Sunday    
sermons are available on the 

literature table.) 

Meet Rev. Dr. Ofelia Ortega , first Presbyterian    
woman ordained in Cuba 

   Carol Eshelman will host a 
potluck supper at her home 
on Friday, July 3, at 6:00 
p.m., so that members and 
friends of Light Street 
Church can meet Rev. Dr. 
Ofelia Ortega, the first     
Presbyterian woman ordained 
in Cuba.  

   An internationally known 
and respected church leader, 
Ortega worked at the World 
Council of Churches from 
1988 to 1996 and served as 

rector of the Evangelical 
Theological Seminary in  
Matanzas, Cuba, from 1996 
to 2004.  

   In Cuba, beyond her  
responsibilities with the 
seminary, she served as a 
volunteer in the rural areas 
during the national literacy 
campaign, as well as for the 
Ministry of Public Health. 
Please let Carol know if 
you plan to attend. 

   Light Street Church    
member Abraham Kamara 
will join several others from 
our “In the Loop” Ministry 
Group in going to our      
denomination’s Big Tent 
conference, July 30-August 
1, on the campus of the     
University of Tennessee 
Knoxville.  

   The national gathering of 
Presbyterians includes     
worship, bible study, a wide 
variety of workshops ,and 
other activities. It is intended 
to inspire and equip        
Presbyterians to live        

Kamara to attend PC(USA) 

missionally. Among the 
workshops that Abraham 
plans to attend are: 
“Congregations That Thrive: 
What Are They Doing 
Right?,” “Reciprocal   
Revolution: Making Your 
Church a Community     
Destination with 
Community Impact,” 
“Ministries of Advocacy 
and Renewal,” “Connecting 
with Young Adults,” and 
“Young Adult Faith 
Formation.” He will share 
what he learns with us and 
with the “In the Loop” 
Ministry Group. 

March with 
Light Street 
Church in     

Baltimore’s Gay 
Pride Parade 

 
You don’t have to be gay to 

march in the Gay Pride 

Parade! “Faith            

Communities of              

Baltimore—With Pride” is 

a coalition of                 

congregations that have 

participated in Baltimore’s 

Gay Pride Parade and  

Festival for the past two 

years to show the faith  

community’s support for the 

GLBTQ community. Light 

Street Presbyterian Church 

has just joined this         

coalition. Roger and Susan 

plan to walk in the parade 

on Saturday, July 25, at 

3pm. Who wants to join 

them and be part of Light 

Street Church’s contingent?  
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Upcoming Events — July/August 
Friday July 3 6:00pm POTLUCK SUPPER with Rev. Dr. Ofelia Ortega 

    at the home of Carol Eshelman 

Sunday July 5 11:00am Worship/Communion, Rev. Doris Cowan preaching 

 12:00pm Fellowship Time 

Sunday July 12 11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

 12:00pm Fellowship Time 

 12:30pm SESSION MEETING 

Sunday July 19 11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

  12:00pm Fellowship Time 

Saturday July 25 3:00pm BALTIMORE PRIDE PARADE 

Sunday July 26 11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

  12:00pm Fellowship Time 

Sunday August 2 11:00am Worship/Communion, Rev. Powers preaching 

 12:00pm POTLUCK LUNCH 

Sunday August 9 11:00am Worship, Carol Eshelman preaching 

 12:00pm Fellowship Time 

Sunday August 16 11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

  12:00pm Fellowship Time 

  12:30pm SESSION MEETING 

Sunday August 23 11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

  12:00pm Fellowship Time 

Sunday August 30 11:00am Worship, Preacher TBD 

  12:00pm Fellowship Time 

12-STEP PROGRAM at Light Street Presbyterian Church Wednesdays 7:00pm Debtors Anonymous 

Delegation to Cuba          
Tentatively Scheduled — A 
joint delegation of church members 
from the Ashland and Light Street 
congregations to Cuba has been 
proposed for Nov. 23-30 
(Thanksgiving Week), in celebration 
of the 108th anniversary of our sister 
church in Cabaiguan. We are 
awaiting         confirmation of the 
dates from their pastor, Rev. Marlon 
Irrarragorry. The cost will be approx. 
$1,200. Please let Roger know by 
mid-August if you are interested in 
being part of this delegation. Visa 
applications will have to be sent in by 
the last week in August. 

Presbyterian Peacemaking 
Program Travel Study      
Seminars—Over the next year, the 
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program 
will be offering Travel Study Seminars 
to Colombia (Oct. 26-Nov. 6, 2015), 
Israel/Palestine (April 4-16, 2016), and 
Russia (May 23-June 4, 2016). More 
information is available at their 
website http://
www.presbyterianmission.org/
ministries/peacemaking/ or by calling 
(800) 728-7228, x8700. 

Writers Wanted for The     
Enlightener—Our church’s   
monthly newsletter, The Enlightener, is 

looking for contributors. What does 
Light Street Church mean to you? 
How have you experienced God in 
your life recently? How has your 
faith helped you through a difficult 
time? Please consider writing a brief 
article (250-500 words) for our 
newsletter. The deadline for the 
September issue is Aug. 15. Please 
send all newsletter submissions to 
Roger Scott Powers at 
lightstreetchurch@verizon.net. 
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A Lesson in Forgiveness from Charleston 
(Excerpted from a sermon by Rev.  
Roger Scott Powers) 

On Thursday morning, June 18, we 
woke up, as did the rest of the nation, 
to the horrific news coming out of 
Charleston, S.C. Nine people had been 
shot and killed during a Wednesday 
night Bible study at a historic black 
church, Emanuel African Methodist 
Episcopal, the oldest A.M.E. church in 
the South. The gunman, a young white 
man, had sat with them in the Bible 
study for an hour before he pulled out 
his handgun and opened fire.  

   His nine victims -- all of them      
African-American -- included a mother 
of four, a recent college graduate, the 
sister of a former North Carolina     
lawmaker, and a politician who was 
also the church’s pastor. They ranged 
in age from 26 to 87 years old. With 
millions of people all across our nation, 
we mourn their tragic deaths. 

   For many, a mass shooting of people 
attending a Bible study inside a church 
would be cause for questioning their 

faith in God. After all, a church is   
supposed to be a place of refuge and 
safety. But for the families of the   
victims at Emanuel AME Church, this 
tragedy drew them closer to God. They 
know that the first heart to break last 
Wednesday night was God’s, and that 
God is supporting them and upholding 
them in their grief and sorrow. Indeed, 
the very name of their church,     
Emanuel, means “God is with us.” For 
them, as for the Psalmist, “The Lord . . 
is a stronghold in times of trouble.” 

   I don’t know how many of you saw 
the reports from the bond hearing on 
Friday. The families of the victims 
showed their unwavering faith in a 
God of love as one by one they      
expressed their pain and sorrow to [the 
accused shooter] Dylann Roof and 
then offered him their forgiveness. 
They urged him to repent, to confess 
his sins, and turn to God. Nadine   
Collier, the daughter of 70-year-old 
victim Ethel Lance said: “You took 
something very precious away from 
me. I will never talk to her ever again. 

I will never be able to hold her again. 
But I forgive you. And have mercy on 
your soul. You hurt me. You hurt a lot 
of people but God forgive you, and I 
forgive you." Felicia Sanders -- mother 
of 26-year-old victim Tywanza Sanders 
and a survivor of the church shooting – 
said: “We welcomed you Wednesday 
night in our Bible study with open 
arms. . . . You have killed some of the 
most beautifulest people that I know. 
Every fiber in my body hurts, and I will 
never be the same. . . . As we said in the 
Bible study, we enjoyed you, but may 
God have mercy on you.”  

   Even in the face of such a monstrous 
crime, they found it within themselves 
to communicate Jesus’ message of love 
and forgiveness. They knew, with Dr. 
King, that “darkness cannot drive out 
darkness: only light can do that. Hate 
cannot drive out hate: only love can do 
that.” 

Even More News from Around the Church 

How to Help Light Street 
Church This Summer 
1. Pray for Light Street Presbyterian 
Church, for its mission and ministry. 

2. Come to Sunday worship early and 
often! And bring your friends and 
family. 

3. Pay your pledge ahead of time. 
Summer income often lags expenses. 

 

Fellowship Hour Lite 
Let’s keep refreshments for            
Fellowship Hour light this summer. 
Keep it simple! With lower attendance 
and warmer temperatures in the    
summer months, lemonade and    
cookies are just fine! Please sign up on 
the clip board across from the church 

office to provide light refreshments for 
Fellowship Hour.  

Ushers/Greeters Still Needed 
Light Street Church is in need of    
additional ushers/greeters to prepare 
the sanctuary for worship on Sunday 
mornings, to greet people and         
distribute worship bulletins at the front 
door, and to receive the offering during 
the worship service. Could you      
commit to being an usher/greeter one 
Sunday a month? If so, please speak to 
Erick Figueroa. 

 

Interested in Church       
Membership? 
Want to learn more about Light Street 
Church and what it means to be a  

Presbyterian? Want to find out how to 
become a member of the 
congregation? We would love to have 
you join us! Please let Pastor Roger 
know of your interest. You can reach 
him at          410-539-0125 or 
lightstreetchurch@verizon.net. 
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Growing in Faith 
Growing in Works 
Growing in Body 

We’re on the Web! 

www.lightstreetchurch.org 

The Mission of Light Street 
Presbyterian Church 

We open our hearts, minds and doors to 
all in our community who seek God.  

We offer experiences of mutual mission 
among diverse groups. 

We nurture spiritual growth in our 
neighbors and ourselves. 

We maintain our commitment to being 
an inclusive congregation. 

We continue our efforts to preserve the 
beauty and integrity of creation. 

Quick Notes 
■ Deadline for September Newsletter: August 15—Send all newsletter material to 
Roger Scott Powers at lightstreetchurch@verizon.net  

■ Online Giving Now Available—Light Street Presbyterian Church is now able to accept 
secure online donations. Simply go to our church website (www.lightstreetchurch.org) and 
click on the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the home page. You can make a donation 
with a debit or credit card or via an electronic funds transfer from your bank account. You 
can even set up recurring gifts—for example, fulfilling your pledge on a weekly or  
monthly basis. 

■ Sermons Available—Copies of Roger's sermons are available on the downstairs hall 
table. Please feel free to pick one up if you missed a Sunday.  Or pass one on to a friend! 

■ Help Lead Worship!—Volunteers are needed to help lead worship each Sunday. This 
usually involves leading the congregation in the "Call to Worship" and "Prayer for       
Illumination" and reading the scripture lesson(s) for that Sunday. There is a sign up sheet 
on the downstairs bulletin board. 

■ Fellowship hour volunteers needed—It's wonderful each Sunday morning, following 
worship, to be able to gather downstairs for a time of fellowship and refreshment. But, it 
means someone needs to take responsibility each week for making coffee, providing    
refreshments, and cleaning up afterwards. If everyone in the congregation signed up to do 
this just a few Sundays a year, we would have it covered. Many hands make light work! 
Please sign up on the downstairs bulletin board. 

■ Bread ministry—Each Sunday after worship, we offer visitors to our church small 
loaves of bread as a way of thanking them for joining us for worship. If you would like to 
help out by baking some small loaves of bread for this ministry, please sign up on the 
church bulletin board. 

■ A Sunday school teacher asked the children just before she dismissed them to go to 
church, "And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?" Annie replied, "Because people 
are sleeping."  
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The PC(USA) welcomes the release of Pope Francis’ 
papal encyclical Laudato Sii 

By Gradye Parsons, Stated Clerk, 
Office of the General Assembly, 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 

LOUISVILLE, Ky., June 18 -- We 
celebrate the faithful witness and 
words of Pope Francis today as he 
encourages responsible, loving care 
for God’s creation in the release of his 
papal encyclical Laudato Sii. We   
affirm its echo of the great St. Francis’ 
reverence for nature. At the same 
time, we join the Pope in the urgency 
of truth-telling: we humans are largely 
responsible for global warming and 
we have to find ways to reverse track. 
The Pope is calling us all to           
environmental conversion: may we 
together find the immense moral and 
spiritual energy that the world powers 
have been lacking so far. 

   This is a great day to remember our 
call to protect the earth and to care for 
brothers and sisters around the world. 
Indeed we praise God for ongoing 
reminders of our human vocation as 
stewards of God’s good earth. We 
cannot separate the health of people 
from the health of the whole creation. 

   In the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 
we are greatly concerned about      
environmental degradation. Climate 
disruption in particular is a threat to 
this and future generations and to 
God’s creation. In 2008, our General 
Assembly said, 

 

With our Lord, we 

will stand with the 
“least of 
these” (Matt. 25:40) 
and advocate for the 
poor and oppressed 
in present and future 
generations who are 
often the victims of 
environmental    
injustice and who 
are least able to  
mitigate the impact 
of global warming 
that [is falling]   
disproportionately 
on them. … [W]e 
implore our nation 
to accept its moral 
responsibility to 
address global 
warming. (The  
Power to Change: 
U.S. Energy Policy 
and Global 
Warming, approved 
by the 218th 
General Assembly 
(2008) of the 
Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.); Minutes, 
2008, Part I p. 935) 

 

   Our Presbyterian policies witness to 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ in every 
dimension of life, including our     
relationship as stewards of God’s 
earth. While admitting our own    
complicity, we are trying to find new 
ways of living and being. Presbyterian 
churches are engaging in efforts to 

reduce their carbon footprint, to 
preach and teach on creation care, and 
to increase their commitment to     
renewable energy. Meanwhile, our PC
(USA) agencies are committed to  
additional sustainable practices such 
as energy efficiency loans and fossil-
free investment vehicles. Our General 
Assembly has recognized the need for 
a complete and systemic energy shift 
for this nation and are convinced that 
we must achieve it at all levels—from 
individual homes and local           
communities to public policy at     
national and global levels. 

   Pope Francis’ leadership, wisdom, 
and pastoral care are evident in the 
encyclical, and we deeply appreciate 
this powerful, faith-filled               
encouragement for all people to join 
together to care for God’s creation. 
We affirm the moral conviction that 
we must turn from individual and  
corporate practices that harm the   
creation and participate in healing, 
protecting, and caring for the world. 
We will continue to work in          
partnerships with other faith         
communities and in the public sector 
as we all seek to better care for all 
people and all creation. Finally, we 
applaud the inspiring leadership of 
Pope Francis and look forward to  
seeing what transformative           
commitments will result from this 
ethical mandate to care for creation. 
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