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And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. Genesis 
1:3 

An Earth 
Care        

Congregation 
and a      

Rainbow 
Community 

of Faith since 
1855 

Rev. Roger Scott Powers, 
Pastor 
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lightstreetchurch@verizon.net  

or 410-539-0125 

Schedule: At Light Street 
Thursday and Sunday 

(Copies of his Sunday    
sermons are available on the 

literature table.) 

 

Please Pay Your 
“Per Capita” 

Per capita is an amount of 
money per member (this 

year, $33.70) that our con-
gregation pays to our larg-

er Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). This money is part 
of the glue that holds Pres-
byterians together. It is the 
money that enables us to 

work with other Presbyteri-
an churches in our presby-
tery and across the country. 
It is also money that allows 

us to work with other 
churches to further the mis-
sion of Jesus Christ around 

the world. 
We do not believe in being 

lone rangers in the 
PC(USA). We need each 

other as we work together 
to share the good news of 
Jesus Christ. As we benefit 
from the gifts, skills, vision, 
and ministry of each other 
in this place, so, too, do we 
benefit from an even wider 
array of gifts and ministry 
of our Presbyterian broth-
ers and sisters across the 
church. Your per capita 
pays for the programs, 

training, and resources that 
help us work together and 
discern the mind of Christ 

for the PC(USA). 
By contributing your por-

tion of per capita ($33.70), 
you will free up dollars in 
our regular budget for the 

work of our congregation in 
this community. If you have-
n’t yet paid your per capita, 
please do so today. Thanks! 

will be introduced to the 
Rev. Bill Johnston, who will 
be our part-time Temporary 
Supply Minister through the 
end of November.  

   Bill has served churches in 
Maryland and North Caroli-
na. While he was pastor of 
Ashland Presbyterian Church 
in Cockeysville (1996-2001), 
he started Baltimore Presby-
tery’s first church-to-church 
partnership with the Presby-
terian Church in Cuba, con-
necting Ashland with the 
church in Cabaiguan.  

   Currently, Bill is also a 
pastoral counselor on the 
staff of the Samaritan Com-
munity in Bolton Hill, which 
provides assistance to meet 
the needs of families and 
individuals who are in crisis 
and wish to improve their 
lives. 

   On Sunday, June 5, the 
Rev. Roger Scott Powers, 
our pastor for the past 12 
years, announced to the con-
gregation that he had re-
ceived and accepted a new 
call to serve as pastor of St. 
Andrew Presbyterian Church 
in Albuquerque, N..M.  

   Subsequently, at a Congre-
gational Meeting on Sunday, 
June 12, the congregation 
voted to concur with Roger’s 
request that his last Sunday 
at the church be July 10, 
2016, and that the Presbytery 
of Baltimore be asked to 
dissolve the pastoral relation-
ship effective July 31, 2016. 

   On Sunday, July 17, the 
Rev. Mary Gaut, Interim 
General Presbyter of Balti-
more Presbytery, will be our 
guest preacher. Also on that 
Sunday, the congregation 

Pastoral Leadership 
Transition Outlined 

A Note from Pastor Roger 

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as your pas-
tor for the past 12 years. During that time we have done a 
lot together, and we have grown closer to one another in 
the process. As hard as it is to say goodbye, I do so know-
ing that Light Street is a healthy and vibrant congregation 
with the strength and resilience to continue serving God 
and God’s people into the future. While Susan and I are 

excited to be moving to the Southwest to start a new chap-
ter in our lives, know that we will miss you greatly! There 

will always be a special place in our hearts for Light Street 
Church. You will be in our thoughts and prayers. God 

bless you all! 
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Upcoming Events — July/August 2016 
Saturday July 2 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market 

Sunday July 3 11:00am Worship/Communion, Rev. Powers preaching 

Saturday July 9 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market 

Sunday July 10 11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

  12:00pm POTLUCK LUNCH – FAREWELL TO ROGER & SUSAN 

 1:00pm SESSION MEETING 

Saturday July 16 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market 

Sunday July 17 11:00am Worship, Rev. Mary Gaut preaching 

Saturday July 23 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market 

Sunday July 24 11:00am Worship, Rev. Bill Johnston preaching 

Saturday July 30 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market 

Sunday July 31 11:00am Worship, Rev. Bill Johnston preaching 

AUGUST 

Saturday August 6 9:30-1:30 “IN THE LOOP” MINISTRY GROUP RETREAT 

  1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market 

Sunday August 7 11:00am Worship/Communion, Rev. Bill Johnston preaching 

  12:00pm FIRST SUNDAY POTLUCK LUNCH 

Saturday August 13 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market 

Sunday August 14 11:00am Worship, Rev. Bill Johnston preaching 

 12:30pm SESSION MEETING 

Saturday August 20 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market 

Sunday August 21 11:00am Worship, Rev. Bill Johnston preaching 

Saturday August 27 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market 

Sunday August 28 11:00am Worship, Rev. Bill Johnston preaching 

SAVE THE DATES 

Sunday Sept. 18 2:00pm “LYRA -- RUSSIAN VOCAL ENSEMBLE” IN CONCERT 

Sunday Sept. 25 12:00pm “MEET & GREET” ASHLEA NOVALIS’ NEW BABY!!! 

Saturday Oct. 22 9am-3pm COMMUNITY YARD SALE 

Fair Trade Coffee at the Federal Hill Farmers Market? 

   Is fair trade coffee your passion?  

   If so, the Federal Hill Farmers Market 
committee would like to hear from you.  

   We are interested in selling fair trade 
coffee at the Farmers Market to benefit 
the church, and we are looking for 
someone who would like to be the    
coordinator of that effort.  

   It would involve ordering fair trade 
coffee and supplies, then brewing and 
selling it on Saturday afternoons (or 
recruiting and training a small group of 
volunteers to do so), and keeping track 
of income and expenses. Contact Selina 
or Roger if you are interested. 



in refrigerator and more space to store 
supplies. We celebrate her success and 
wish her well as her business continues 
to grow and thrive. Although Selina 
will no longer be in Light Street’s 
kitchen on a daily basis, she remains 
an active member of Light Street’s 
Session, and she will continue to man-
age the Federal Hill Farmers Market. 

Last Chance to Give to House 
of Ruth—We will be receiving fi-
nancial contributions to the House of 
Ruth through this Sunday, July 3. If 
you don’t plan to be in worship this 
Sunday and still want to give, please 
send a check to Light Street Presbyteri-
an Church (with “House of Ruth” in 
the memo line). The House of Ruth, 
Maryland, is one of the nation's leading 
domestic violence centers, helping 
thousands of battered women and their 
children find the safety and security 
that so many of us take for granted. 

News from Around the Church Yard 
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PC(USA) leaders issue post-General Assembly letter to the church 

“For everything there is a season, and 
a time for every matter under heaven.” 
Ecclesiastes 3 

June 25, 2016 – Portland, Ore. 

   Brothers and sisters in Christ, there is 
a new season in the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.), as witnessed by the 
actions of the 222nd General Assembly 
(2016). The body of 594 commission-
ers who gathered June 18-25 in Port-
land, Oregon, elected Co-Moderators 
Denise Anderson and Jan Edmiston, 
and J. Herbert Nelson as the Stated 
Clerk [the first African American to 
hold that office]. Both were historic, 
and both signal a new way forward for 
our church. 

   The business decisions made by the 
body also were transformative for the 
1,572,660 members and 9,642 churches 
of the PC(USA). The work wasn’t easy, 
and involved careful deliberations. Col-
lectively, the body acted on nearly 100 
overtures by discerning the will of 
Christ. 

   Among other things, we now have a 
new addition to our Book of Confes-
sions – the Confession of Belhar. It is 

the first of our confessions that comes 
from the global south [South Africa]. 
And, the PC(USA) has a new Directo-
ry for Worship; and Child/Youth/
Vulnerable Adult Protection Policy 
and Procedures. God is truly guiding 
us to be more faithful and just to all of 
God’s creations. 

   Much discussion has been taking 
place around the identity and purpose 
of the denomination, and this week the 
assembly voted to create a 12-member 
Way Forward Commission “to study 
and identify a vision for the structure 
and function of the General Assembly 
agencies of the PC(USA),” and a 15-
member 2020 Vision Team to 
“develop a guiding statement for the 
denomination and make a plan for its 
implementation.” 

   To quote Stated Clerk-elect J. Her-
bert Nelson, “We are not dead ... we 
are alive, we are reforming and we are 
transforming this world, one person at 
a time.” 

   Looking outward, the assembly vot-
ed to engage in selective, phased di-
vestment from fossil-fuel companies 

through the PC(USA)’s Mission Re-
sponsibility Through Investment com-
mittee, and re-affirmed a two-state so-
lution for Israel-Palestine. 

   Please know this is only a snapshot of 
the actions taken, and just a glimpse at 
where God is leading this denomina-
tion. Complete business actions can be 
viewed at www.pc-biz.org. 

   We are, brothers and sisters, in a new 
season. It’s exciting, but also a little 
scary. Yet in the midst of it all, take 
comfort that God is still guiding and 
controlling all – and we need not fear. 
God is calling us to hope, and to God 
be the glory! 

The Reverend Gradye Parsons 

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 

The Reverend Denise Anderson and the 
Reverend Jan Edmiston 

Co-Moderators of the 222nd General 
Assembly (2016) 

Ruling Elder Tony De La Rosa 

Interim Executive Director, Presbyteri-
an Mission Agency 

Potluck Lunch Moved to Sun-
day, July 10 —Our Potluck Lunch, 
which is usually held on the first Sun-
day of the month, is being moved to 
the following Sunday, July 10, to co-
incide with the last Sunday that Roger 
and Susan will be with us. Please 
bring some food to share and plan to 
stay after worship for lunch, when we 
will say a final farewell to our pastor 
and his wife.  

Scipio Catering is Moving!—
After almost a decade operating out of 
Light Street Church’s kitchen, Selina 
Scipio’s catering business start-up, 
Scipio Catering, is moving! As word 
has spread and her business has grown 
to include larger university events and 
wedding receptions, her operation has 
outgrown the church’s kitchen space. 
Selina is moving her business to a 
commercial kitchen space all her own 
on Fort Avenue, which offers a walk-

During the month of June, we receive 
donations to be put toward the pur-
chase of gift cards and vouchers to 
allow parents to take their children to 
the Baltimore Aquarium, Science Cen-
ter, Zoo, and museums in July/August. 
Thank you in advance for your gener-
osity. 

Spiritual Growth Committee 
Seeks Your Input —With our 
pastor leaving and a new pastor on the 
horizon, this is a good time to think 
about any changes in worship that peo-
ple would like to see. If you have sug-
gestions for the order of the service or 
for music you’d like to see included in 
worship, please let Bonnie Cosner 
know. Would you like to have a 
monthly book club or some other study 
series? Contact Bonnie at 
coskid54@yahoo.com or post your 
ideas to the church’s Facebook page. 

http://www.pc-biz.org
mailto:coskid54@yahoo.com


Growing in Faith 
Growing in Works 
Growing in Body 

We’re on the Web! 

www.lightstreetchurch.org 

The Mission of Light Street 
Presbyterian Church 

We open our hearts, minds and doors to 
all in our community who seek God.  

We offer experiences of mutual mission 
among diverse groups. 

We nurture spiritual growth in our 
neighbors and ourselves. 

We maintain our commitment to being 
an inclusive congregation. 

We continue our efforts to preserve the 
beauty and integrity of creation. 

Quick Notes 

■ Summer Music at Light Street Church—Do you have a musical gift you would like 
to share in worship? If you sing or play an instrument and would like to offer a prelude, 
postlude, and/or offertory some Sunday, please let Erika know (luminista@gmail.com). 

■ Property Strategic Planning Committee in Formation—The Session is looking for a 
few church members to form an ad hoc committee that would work for the next six 
months to do some strategic planning regarding our church property. A number of interre-
lated church needs have been identified that should be looked at together rather than trying 
to address them on a piecemeal basis. The back fence along Churchill needs to be re-
placed. The church has a need for parking, and the idea has been floated of creating two or 
more parking spaces behind the church building along Churchill. We need to manage our 
trash better, and our trash cans are also located directly behind the church building. And 
the need for fresh produce at our Farmer’s Market has led some to ask whether we could 
grow vegetables ourselves in the church garden to sell at the Farmer’s Market. The com-
mittee will be asked to bring a master plan proposal to the Annual Congregational Meet-
ing in February 2017. If you are interested in serving on this ad hoc committee, please 
contact the church office (lightstreetchurch@verizon.net). 

■ Bread Ministry—Each Sunday after worship, we offer visitors to our church small 
loaves of bread as a way of thanking them for joining us for worship. If you would like to 
bake some small loaves of bread for this ministry, we would welcome your help. Simply 
bring them to church on Sunday and we will either put them out that morning or store 
them in the church freezer for a future Sunday. 

■ Online Giving Now Available—Light Street Presbyterian Church is now able to accept 
secure online donations. Simply go to our church website (www.lightstreetchurch.org) and 
click on the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the home page. You can make a donation 
with a debit or credit card or via an electronic funds transfer from your bank account. You 
can even set up recurring gifts—for example, fulfilling your pledge on a weekly or  
monthly basis. 

■ Help Lead Worship!—Volunteers are needed to help lead worship each Sunday. This 
usually involves leading the congregation in the "Call to Worship" and "Prayer for       
Illumination" and reading the scripture lesson(s) for that Sunday. There is a sign up sheet 
on the downstairs bulletin board. 

■ More church bulletin gaffs: 

Martha Belch, a missionary from Africa will be speaking tonight at Calvary Memorial 
Church in Racine. Come tonight and hear Martha Belch all the way from Africa 

Announcement in the church bulletin for a National PRAYER & FASTING Conference: 
"The cost for attending the Fasting and Prayer conference includes meals." 

Miss Charlene Mason sang "I will not pass this way again" giving obvious pleasure to the 
congregation. 

The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today has been canceled due to a conflict. 

The sermon this morning: "Jesus Walks on the Water". The sermon tonight: "Searching 
for Jesus" 

Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the help they can get. 

The Rector will preach his farewell message after which the choir will sing "Break Forth 
into Joy." 

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our community. 

The senior choir invites any member of the congregation who enjoys sinning to join the 
choir. 

The Lutheran men's group will meet at 6 pm. Steak, mashed potatoes, green beans, bread 
and dessert will be served for a nominal feel. 

The church will host an evening of fine dining, and gracious hostility. 

Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 pm.-prayer and medication to follow. 

The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen in the 

basement on Friday afternoon. 

http://www.lightstreetchurch.org/

