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LIGHT STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

You, Lord, keep my lamp burning; my God turns my darkness 
into light. Psalm 18:28 

An Earth 
Care        

Congregation 
and a      

Rainbow 
Community 

of Faith since 
1855 

Rev. Roger Scott Powers, 
Pastor 

Contact him at               
lightstreetchurch@verizon.net  

or 410-539-0125 

Schedule: At Light Street 
Thursday and Sunday 

(Copies of his Sunday    
sermons are available on the 

literature table.) 

 

Federal Hill Farmers Market 
Celebrates Grand Opening 

   On Saturday, Oct. 24, the 
Federal Hill Farmers Market 
at Light Street Presbyterian 
Church celebrated its Grand 
Opening with a DJ and a 
performance of “Thriller” by 
dancers in zombie costumes 
and makeup from Dance  
Baltimore.  

    More than 150 people vis-
ited the market on opening 
day and found a great      
selection of locally grown, 
raised, and crafted items, as 
well as prepared foods by 
Scipio Catering. 

   Vendors included: Bmore 
Tasteful, Hex Ferments, 
Indigo Love Potions, Moon 
Valley Farm, Scotty Cakes, 
Sweet Tea and Cornbread, 
Thread Coffee, and Yolo 
Farms.  

   Thanks to all our church 
volunteers! To help, please 
sign up on the clipboard 
across from the church  
office. 

Fall       
Stewardship 
Campaign 

Begins 
 

This month, members and 
friends of the congregation 

will receive a letter        
requesting a pledge of   

support to the church for 
2016.  

As you consider your 
pledge, we invite you to 
think about the ways in 
which Light Street has 
touched your life and   

nourished your spirit. Think 
about what you value most 
about this congregation, 

and then make your pledge 
accordingly.  

By making a pledge, you 
help the Session to plan and 
budget responsibly for the 

coming year. Please fill out 
the pledge forms you     

receive and place them in 
the offering plate or mail 

them to the church office by 
Sunday, Nov. 15, when we 
will dedicate them to God 

in worship.  
As always, only our        

Financial Secretary, Carol 
Eshelman, will know how 
much you pledge to the 

church. Thank you for your 
involvement and support. 

 

House of Ruth Christmas Program 

   Our congregation plans to adopt two families from the 
House of Ruth Maryland again this year. We should     
receive their Christmas Wish Lists sometime later this 
month, as unwrapped Christmas gifts usually have to be 
received at church by the first Sunday in December to be 
delivered to the House of Ruth later that week. Contact 
Bonnie Cosner (coskid54@yahoo.com) if you would like 
to purchase one or more gifts, so that she can keep track.  



News from Around the Church Yard 
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Upcoming Events — November 
Sunday Nov. 1 ALL SAINTS’ DAY 

  11:00am Worship/Communion, Rev. Powers preaching 

 12:00pm FIRST SUNDAY POTLUCK LUNCH 

Thursday Nov. 5 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal 

Saturday Nov. 7 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

Sunday Nov. 8 11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

 12:00pm Fellowship Time 

 12:30pm SESSION MEETING 

Thursday Nov. 12 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal 

Saturday Nov. 14 10am-4pm Baltimore Presbytery Leadership Conference 

  First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 

  1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

Sunday Nov. 15 10:15am “JOYFUL NOISE” for Young Children, Parents & Friends 

  11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

  DEDICATION OF PLEDGES FOR 2016 

  12:00pm Fellowship Time 

Thursday Nov. 19 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal 

Saturday Nov. 21 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

Sunday Nov. 22 11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

  12:00pm CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

  12:15pm Fellowship Time 

Thursday Nov. 26 THANKSGIVING DAY – NO CHOIR REHEARSAL 

Saturday Nov. 28 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

Sunday Nov. 29 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

  11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

  12:00pm Fellowship Time 

 

12-STEP PROGRAMS at Light Street Presbyterian Church 

Mondays  7:30pm Financial Underearners Anonymous 

Wednesdays  7:00pm Debtors Anonymous 

 

Congregational Meeting – 
There will be a Congregational Meet-
ing immediately following worship on 
Sunday, November 22, to elect four 
elders to the Session and to approve 
the pastor’s terms of call for 2016. 

A “Grand” Community Yard 
Sale —Many thanks to everyone who 
helped out with this fall’s Community 

Yard Sale on October 17. We raised 
approximately $1,000 (“a grand”) to 
support the mission and ministry of 
our church. 

Save the Date for Christmas 
Tea—Join us for a Christmas Tea 
on Sunday, Dec. 6, at Light Street 
Church. We will serve a variety of 
teas, honey, scones, sandwiches, and 

desserts from 4 to 6 p.m. The cost of 
the tea is $25. Reservations (prepaid) 
are required for the tea. Contact   
Bonnie Cosner or the church office.  
 



JOIN THE CHURCH-WIDE      
CONVERSATION!  

Share your insights, wisdom, hopes, 
and dreams for the PC(USA) using the 
online form available until Nov. 13 at 
pcusa.org/identity. The 222nd General 
Assembly (2016) will use much of the 
information gathered to collectively 
discern God’s call for the church.  
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Moderator Calls for Church-wide Conversation about the       
Future of the PC(USA) 

   Dear members and friends of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 

   Recently I issued a call to our       
denomination about issues that have 
been raised with me since my election 
as Moderator of the 221st General   
Assembly (2014) in June of 2014. 
There is widespread concern, shared by 
many places in our church, that our 
denomination is in significant need of 
refinement. A number of people believe 
that we have been trying to operate as 
we did in the past when our           
membership was many times greater 
and our resources reflected those num-
bers. But even more importantly, I hear 
and believe that God’s Spirit is calling 
us to be a new church in the 21st     
century. 

   So what do we do? How do we     
proceed as faithful servants? 

   We need you to share your thinking 
and discernment with the broader 
church. My Call to the Church has been 
received by many as a catalyst to help 
us move forward. The Committee on 
the Office of the General Assembly 
(COGA) has been engaged in a       
conversation for a long time about what 
is needed to make a difference, and 
they are taking the unprecedented step 
of developing a system to gather,    
assimilate, and convey to the church a 
process for listening to your call for a 
new day. They are also seriously     
considering committing part of next 
June’s assembly in Portland to help us 
make some decisions. NEXT Church 
and the Presbyterian Mission Agency 

also are doing survey work to         
determine future directions.            
Accompanying this letter is the COGA 
initiative to hear from the               
denomination. 

   In order to emerge as a healthy, vital 
denomination we need to hear from 
you concerning your own hopes,    
visions, and concerns about the PC
(USA). Each congregation, each    
organization, each presbytery, each 
advocacy group, each individual  
member is critical to providing the 
kind of input that can help us deal with 
the realities we are facing in ways that 
might enable us to restore trust, be 
transparent, and most of all be faithful 
to the Lord and Savior we all adore 
and whom we wish to serve. 

   Do not respond just one time. If you 
are on a session, or a committee, or in 
a group that is different from your 
local church, fill out one of these 
forms there too. As an individual, do 
the same while also participating in 
your presbytery’s response or some 
other group. Because we will be coor-
dinating the information rather than 
merely quantifying it, it does not skew 
the responses if you have input in a 
number of different ways. In fact, the 
more our voices are heard the better 
will be our understanding of reality as 
we offer information so commission-
ers can make responsible decisions. 

   Please trust the process one more 
time. Please participate. If you don’t, 
we may not hear some very important 
facts or opinions that need to be placed 

on the table. Many people feel that God 
is giving us a Kairos moment. But it is 
up to us to accept it and do something 
with it. 

   Our moment in time is now. We do 
not have the luxury to discern and   
debate these matters for years. Our 
membership and our world are saying 
we need to get our act together in new 
and important ways right now. 

   I have more hope and faith than I ever 
have that God is leading our church. 
God is calling the church to be a     
community formed, shaped, and led by 
the Risen Christ. You are key in     
helping us decide how that can happen. 
With God’s help we have the           
opportunity to be a witness and force 
for Jesus Christ in ways beyond our 
imagination. 

   Thank you for listening. Thank you 
for participating, and please join me in 
intentional prayer as we seek God’s 
will and guidance through these critical 
endeavors. 

   With gratitude for your love of the 
church, 

   Heath K. Rada 

Moderator of the 221st General       
Assembly (2014) 

   Haven’t paid your “per capita” for 
2015? It’s not too late! Per capita is an 
amount of money per member (this 
year, $33.60) that our congregation 
pays to our larger Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). This money is part of the 
glue that holds Presbyterians together. 
It is the money that enables us to work 
with other Presbyterian churches in 
our presbytery and across the country. 

By contributing your portion of per 
capita, you will free up dollars in our 
regular budget for the work of our  
congregation in this community. If you 
haven’t yet contributed, please        
consider doing so. Follow our progress 
toward our goal on the thermometer by 
the church office door.  

Help Our “Per Capita” Thermometer Rise! 

http://presbyterianmission.us9.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=a12f6a658c88a518bb84d8f3b&id=5899680457&e=28064a2904


Growing in Faith 
Growing in Works 
Growing in Body 

We’re on the Web! 

www.lightstreetchurch.org 

The Mission of Light Street 
Presbyterian Church 

We open our hearts, minds and doors to 
all in our community who seek God.  

We offer experiences of mutual mission 
among diverse groups. 

We nurture spiritual growth in our 
neighbors and ourselves. 

We maintain our commitment to being 
an inclusive congregation. 

We continue our efforts to preserve the 
beauty and integrity of creation. 

Quick Notes 
■ Deadline for December Newsletter: November 15—Send all newsletter material to 
Roger Scott Powers at lightstreetchurch@verizon.net  

■ Online Giving Now Available—Light Street Presbyterian Church is now able to accept 
secure online donations. Simply go to our church website (www.lightstreetchurch.org) and 
click on the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the home page. You can make a donation 
with a debit or credit card or via an electronic funds transfer from your bank account. You 
can even set up recurring gifts—for example, fulfilling your pledge on a weekly or  
monthly basis. 

■ Sermons Available—Copies of Roger's sermons are available on the downstairs hall 
table. Please feel free to pick one up if you missed a Sunday.  Or pass one on to a friend! 

■ Help Lead Worship!—Volunteers are needed to help lead worship each Sunday. This 
usually involves leading the congregation in the "Call to Worship" and "Prayer for       
Illumination" and reading the scripture lesson(s) for that Sunday. There is a sign up sheet 
on the downstairs bulletin board. 

■ Fellowship hour volunteers needed—If everyone in the congregation signed up to do 
this just a few Sundays a year, we would have it covered. Many hands make light work! 
Please sign up on the downstairs bulletin board. 

■ WANTED: Singers for Light Street Church Choir—Do you like to sing?  Come sing 
with us!  The Light Street Church Choir could use a few more voices.  We rehearse     
together on Thursday evenings from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m., and then again on Sunday      
mornings at 10:15 a.m.  It’s a lot of fun!  We’d love to have you join us!   

■ “Joyful Noise” Resumes—Light Street Presbyterian Church will resume its Sunday 
program for babies, toddlers, and young children once a month beginning on Nov. 15, 
from 10:15 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. Children, their parents and friends will hear stories and en-
joy music together. "Joyful Noise" will also take place on Dec. 20, 10:15-10:45 a.m., and 
on Christmas Eve.  All are welcome! 

■ Writers Wanted for The Enlightener—Our church’s monthly newsletter, The En-
lightener, is looking for contributors. What does Light Street Church mean to you? How 
have you experienced God in your life recently? How has your faith helped you through a 
difficult time? Please consider writing a brief article (250-500 words) for our newsletter. 
The deadline for the October issue is Sept. 15. Please send all newsletter    submissions to 
Roger Scott Powers at lightstreetchurch@verizon.net. 

■ Ushers/Greeters Still Needed—Light Street Church is in need of additional ushers/
greeters to prepare the sanctuary for worship on Sunday mornings, to greet people and 
distribute worship bulletins at the front door, and to receive the offering during the wor-
ship service. Could you commit to being an usher/greeter one Sunday a month? If so, 
please speak to Erick Figueroa. 

■ Interested in Church Membership?—Want to learn more about Light Street Church 
and what it means to be a Presbyterian? Want to find out how to become a member of the 
congregation? We would love to have you join us! Please let Pastor Roger know of your 
interest. You can reach him at 410-539-0125 or lightstreetchurch@verizon.net. 

■ Bread for the World Offering of Letters Update—Thanks to those of you who took 
the time to write letters to Congress last month. Our Bread for the World Offering of   
Letters generated 19 letters to our Member of Congress: Senators Barbara Mikulski and 
Ben Cardin, and Representatives Elijah Cummings, John Sarbanes, and Dutch 
Rupersberger. 

■ First Sunday Potluck Lunch—Let us break bread together on Sunday, November 1, 
following worship.  Please bring a dish to share and enjoy a meal with your Light Street 
Church family. 

■ At an evening church meeting a r ich man rose to give his testimony. " I'm a        
millionaire and I attribute it to the rich blessings of God in my life. The turning point in 
my faith came when I had just earned my first dollar and I went to a church meeting that 
night. I knew that I only had a dollar bill and had to either give it all to God's work or 
nothing at all, so right then I gave my whole dollar to God. I believe that God blessed that 
decision, and that is why I am a rich man today." A little old lady sitting in the same pew 
leaned over and said: "Wonderful story! Why don’t you do it again?" 
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