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The Enlightener 

LIGHT STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of 
the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.” John 8:12 

An Earth 
Care        

Congregation 
and a      

Rainbow 
Community 

of Faith since 
1855 

Rev. Roger Scott Powers, 
Pastor 

Contact him at               
lightstreetchurch@verizon.net  

or 410-539-0125 

Schedule: At Light Street 
Thursday and Sunday 

(Copies of his Sunday    
sermons are available on the 

literature table.) 

 

Celebrate Christmas at 
Light Street 

   Come and celebrate the 
birth of the Christ Child with 
your church family this year.  
   Invite your 
friends and 
neighbors to 
come too!  
On Thursday, 
Dec. 24, at 7:00 
p.m., we will 
have a “Joyful 
Noise”      
Christmas Eve 
Service for families with 
young children, which will 
include the lighting of the 
Advent Candles, a story, and 
music.  
   At 7:15 p.m., everyone is 
invited to a Christmas Eve 
Dessert Social downstairs in 
Fellowship Hall. Please bring 
your favorite dessert to share.  
   Then, at 8:00 p.m., we will 

gather in the sanctuary for 
our traditional Christmas 
Eve Service of Lesson and 

Carols, which 
will include   
communion and  
sharing the light 
of Christ.  
   On Sunday, 
Dec. 27, it is our 
tradition at Light 
Street on the  
Sunday after   

Christmas to have brunch 
together and sing Christmas 
carols at 11:00 a.m., instead 
of our usual worship     
service in the sanctuary.  
   Bring your family and 
friends...and your Christ-
mas dinner leftovers to 
share . 

Light Street 
Church Receives 

Grant 

Light Street Presbyterian 
Church is one of six       

congregations to receive a 
grant of $1700 from the  
“In the Loop” Ministry 

Group, the regional cluster 
of Presbyterian churches in 

which we are involved.  

The grant will cover startup 
costs and promotional   

expenses for the Federal 
Hill Farmers Market, the 
new community outreach 

ministry that our             
congregation launched in 

late October.  

We give thanks for this 
show of support from our 

sister churches in Baltimore 
Presbytery. 

House of Ruth Christmas Program 
 
   This year our church is adopting two families from the 
House of Ruth Maryland for whom we have received 
Christmas Wish Lists. Contact Bonnie Cosner 
(coskid54@yahoo.com) if you would like to purchase one 
or more gifts, so that she can keep track.  
   We have a very short timeline. Unwrapped gifts should 
be brought to the church by Sunday, Dec. 6, so that they 
can be delivered to the House of Ruth no later than        
Saturday, Dec. 12.  
   We know that our participation in this program will make 
Christmas a little brighter for these families in need!  
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Upcoming Events — December 
Thursday,  Dec. 3 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal – Come sing with us! 

Saturday,  Dec. 5 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

Sunday,  Dec. 6 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

  11:00am Worship/Communion, Rev. Powers preaching 

 12:00pm FIRST SUNDAY POTLUCK LUNCH 

 4:00pm CHRISTMAS TEA FUNDRAISER (Donation: $25) 

Thursday,  Dec. 10 6:30pm Choir Rehearsal at the home of Julie Helms 

Saturday,  Dec. 12 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

Sunday,  Dec. 13 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

  11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

 12:00pm Fellowship Time 

 12:30pm SESSION MEETING 

 4:00pm Candlelight Choral Concert at First & Franklin P.C. 

Thursday,  Dec. 17 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal – Come sing with us! 

Saturday,  Dec. 19 1:30-4pm Federal Hill Farmers Market at Light Street Church 

Sunday,  Dec. 20 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

  10:15am “JOYFUL NOISE” for Young Children, Parents & Friends 

  11:00am Worship, Rev. Powers preaching 

  12:00pm Fellowship Time 

Thursday,  Dec. 24 CHRISTMAS EVE 

  7:00pm “JOYFUL NOISE” Christmas Eve Family Service 

  7:15pm Christmas Eve DESSERT SOCIAL 

  8:00pm Christmas Eve Service of LESSONS & CAROLS 

Saturday,  Dec. 26 Federal Hill Farmers Market CLOSED TODAY (and on Jan. 2) 

Sunday,  Dec. 27 11:00am POTLUCK CHRISTMAS BRUNCH & CAROL SING 

Thursday,  Dec. 31 NEW YEAR’S EVE – NO CHOIR REHEARSAL 

 

12-STEP PROGRAMS at Light Street Presbyterian Church 

Mondays 7:30pm Financial Underearners Anonymous 

Wednesdays 7:00pm Debtors Anonymous 

 

   As many of you know, Retta       
Barkley’s husband, Jesse, died on  
October 3 from a brain aneurism. She 
is now in the process of emptying the 
contents of Jesse’s house in Canton.  

   There are a number of things in the 
house that might be of interest to Light 
Street Church members and friends: 
furniture, housewares, tools,           
appliances, a grill, a washer/dryer. 

Retta is giving it all away.  

   She invites you to come and meet 
her at Jesse’s Canton house on      
Saturday, Dec. 5, between 11:00 a.m. 
and 3:00 p.m., to see if there is    
anything you would like to take for 
free.  

   Let Roger know of your interest, 
and he will give you the address.     

Also, if anyone is looking for an   
inexpensive property, the house itself 
is “under water” so it will soon be put 
up for auction by the bank. It has new 
plumbing and a new roof. 

An Offer from Retta Barkley – Dec. 5 Open House 
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Choose Welcome, Not Fear 

By Gradye Parsons, Stated Clerk, Pres-
byterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 

   We are a world grieving. We mourn 
the many deaths, not only in Paris, but 
also in Beirut, Baghdad, and Egypt. 
Any sense of security we have had is 
badly compromised by these horrific 
events; moreover, our fear of ISIS 
grows with every successful execution 
of its violent agenda. 

   Much has been taken from us but we 
still hold the choice as to how we react 
in our grief and fear. Many politicians 
have rushed from grief to fearful    
judgment. More than half of the      
governors of our states have attempted 
to protect their citizens by issuing   
declarations denying entry of Syrian 
refugees into their states (as if all of the 
potential terrorists are Syrian). Some 
have gone so far as to call for denial of 
entry to all refugees at the present time, 
as if that will guarantee safety to the 
citizens of their state. 

   As U.S. governors pledge to refuse 
Syrian refugees within their states and 
some presidential hopefuls promise to 
abandon the refugee program          
altogether, we the people have a choice 

to make. We can choose to follow 
those who would have us hide in fear 
or we can choose hope. 

   Our nation, for decades, has chosen 
hope and welcome for those fleeing 
war and persecution. Since 1975, more 
than three million refugees have found 
safety and security within our nation’s 
borders. Right now 11 million Syrians 
cannot go to school, tend to their land, 
or raise their children in the place they 
know as home. They cannot do these 
things because they, themselves, have 
been terrorized for far too long by  
numerous factions, including their own 
government. 

   Do we choose to abandon our plan to 
protect these Syrians because the   
people who have been threatening 
them are now threatening the West as 
well? ISIS has taken lives; they have 
taken our sense of security. Do we 
now hand over our hope and         
compassion to them? 

   Obviously, we need to move forward 
with a disciplined response, expediting 
security checks such as those         
employed by the U.S. refugee        
admission program. To refuse certain 
persons who are fleeing terror and 

persecution because they are “Syrian” 
or of some other particular ethnic group 
is unjust and may be illegal  under U.S. 
law. We can be disciplined and, at the 
same time, led to love   beyond our own 
limited, fearful vision. 

   After the crucifixion of Jesus, the 
disciples hid in fear. They locked the 
doors but God had another plan. Jesus 
appeared to them and said, “Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, so 
I send you” (Jn. 20:21). We were not 
meant to hide. We were meant to walk 
out in hope and compassion. Author, 
poet, and peace activist Wendell Berry 
wrote, “Healing is impossible in loneli-
ness; it is the opposite of loneliness. 
Conviviality is healing. To be healed 
we must come with all the other crea-
tures to the feast of Creation” (The Art 
of the Commonplace: The Agrarian 
Essays, “The Body and the Earth,” p. 
99). The way to end terror is to prove 
that those who demonize us are wrong. 
We are not a heartless secular culture. 
We must   witness to the Gospel with 
generous hospitality. To hide in fear is 
a mistake. Fear is the ammunition of 
terror. Hope is the best defense. 

 

   The Federal Hill Farmers Market at 
Light Street Presbyterian Church is 
growing!  

   As word has spread around the 
neighborhood, we are seeing a steady 
stream of visitors coming to the     

market every Saturday. We are also 
receiving requests from additional  
vendors interested in participating.  

   In recent weeks, new vendors who 
have joined the Farmers Market      
include Beads by Bettina Designs, 

Cathy’s Ginger 
Spices,      
Echotopia, 
Good Karma 
Enterprises, 
and Max’s   
Degrees.  

   The Farmers 
Market      
Steering   
Committee, 
which includes 
Oscar Garcia, 

Farmers Market Grows in Federal Hill 

Julie Helms, Jim Kidwell, Susan 
Quass, and Selina Scipio, has decid-
ed to limit the number of vendors to 
17, at least during the cold, winter 
months, when the market may need 
to be inside.  

The Steering Committee asks that 
church members and friends make a 
commitment to staff the market one 
Saturday a month. A volunteer sign 
up sheet is available across from the 
church office.  

[PLEASE NOTE: The Farmers 
Market will be closed for the Christ-
mas/New Year holidays on Dec. 26 
and Jan. 2.] 



Growing in Faith 
Growing in Works 
Growing in Body 

We’re on the Web! 

www.lightstreetchurch.org 

The Mission of Light Street 
Presbyterian Church 

We open our hearts, minds and doors to 
all in our community who seek God.  

We offer experiences of mutual mission 
among diverse groups. 

We nurture spiritual growth in our 
neighbors and ourselves. 

We maintain our commitment to being 
an inclusive congregation. 

We continue our efforts to preserve the 
beauty and integrity of creation. 

Quick Notes 
■ Christmas Tea—You are invited to a Christmas Tea at Light Street Presbyterian 
Church on Sunday, Dec. 6, from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. Enjoy a delicious variety of teas, 
scones, sandwiches, and desserts. There will also be a poetry reading and music, as well as 
a small selection of gift items available for purchase. (Do your Christmas shopping early!) 
Celebrate the season and help support the ministries of Light Street Church. Cost: $25 for 
adults and children over 12 years old; $15 for children between 5 and 12 years old; Free 
for children under 5 years old. Please call the church office (410-539-0125) for reserva-
tions and information. 
■ Stewardship Campaign Reminder—Many thanks to those of you who have sent in 
your pledges for 2016. If you have not already done so, it’s not too late! Please send your 
pledge forms today to: 809 Light St., Baltimore, MD 21230! If you have misplaced them, 
let us know. We can provide you with additional copies. By making a pledge, you help the 
Session to plan and budget responsibly for the coming year. As always, only our Financial 
Secretary, Carol Eshelman, will know how much you pledge to the church. Thank you for 
your involvement and support. 

■ Joint the Church-Wide Conversation!—Share your thoughts on the identity and   
purpose of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as part of a church-wide conversation initiat-
ed by the Committee on the Office of the General Assembly. Use the online form at    
pcusa.org/identity, which will be available until Dec. 18. “Please share your insights,   
wisdom, hopes, and dreams for the PC(USA),” said COGA Moderator Margaret Elliott. 
“Through careful listening and honest sharing we can create a church for this time and 
place.” The 222nd General Assembly (2016) will use much of the information gathered to 
collectively discern God’s call for the church. 

■ Help Our “Per Capita” Thermometer Rise!—Haven’t paid your “per capita” for 
2015? It’s not too late! Per capita is an amount of money per member (this year, $33.60) 
that our congregation pays directly to our larger Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). This   
money is part of the glue that holds Presbyterians together. It is the money that enables us 
to work with other Presbyterian churches in our presbytery and across the country. By 
contributing your portion of per capita, you will free up dollars in our regular budget for 
the work of our congregation in this community. If you haven’t yet contributed, we hope 
you will consider doing so. You can follow our congregation’s progress toward our goal 
on the thermometer by the church office door.  
■ First Sunday Potluck Lunch—Let us break bread together Sunday, Dec. 6, following 
worship.  Bring a dish to share and enjoy a meal with your Light Street Church family. 

■ Deadline for January Newsletter: December 15—Send all newsletter material to 
Roger Scott Powers at lightstreetchurch@verizon.net  

■ Online Giving Now Available—Light Street Presbyterian Church is now able to accept 
secure online donations. Simply go to our church website (www.lightstreetchurch.org) and 
click on the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the home page. You can make a donation 
with a debit or credit card or via an electronic funds transfer from your bank account. You 
can even set up recurring gifts—for example, fulfilling your pledge on a weekly or  
monthly basis. 

■ Help Lead Worship!—Volunteers are needed to help lead worship each Sunday. This 
usually involves leading the congregation in the "Call to Worship" and "Prayer for       
Illumination" and reading the scripture lesson(s) for that Sunday. There is a sign up sheet 
on the downstairs bulletin board. 

■ Interested in Church Membership?—Want to learn more about Light Street Church 
and what it means to be a Presbyterian? Want to find out how to become a member of the 
congregation? We would love to have you join us! Please let Pastor Roger know of your 
interest. You can reach him at 410-539-0125 or lightstreetchurch@verizon.net. 

■ Cowboy Joe was telling his fellow cowboys back on the ranch about his fir st visit to 
a big-city church. "When I got there, they had me park my old truck in the corral," Joe 
began. "You mean the parking lot," interrupted Charlie, a more worldly fellow. "I walked 
up the trail to the door," Joe continued. "The sidewalk to the door," Charlie corrected him. 
"Inside the door, I was met by this dude," Joe went on. "That would be the usher," Charlie 
explained. "Well, the usher led me down the chute," Joe said. "You mean the aisle,"   
Charlie said. "Then, he led me to a stall and told me to sit there," Joe continued. "Pew," 
Charlie retorted. "Yeah," recalled Joe. "That's what that pretty lady said when I sat down 
beside her."  

http://presbyterianmission.us9.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=a12f6a658c88a518bb84d8f3b&id=5899680457&e=28064a2904
mailto:lightstreetchurch@verizon.net
http://www.lightstreetchurch.org/
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